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Discover the Richness of Scottish
Heritage and Culture

BY CATHERINE SIMPSON

Mark your calendars for the
47th Annual Savannah Scottish
Games, taking place on May 3rd
at Bynuh’s Field on the beautiful
grounds of Bethesda Academy in
Savannah, Georgia. Set on 650
picturesque acres overlooking the
Moon River, this event promises
a day filled with wide-ranging en-
tertainment for the whole family.
Get ready, music lovers! Ally
the Piper, a trailblazing musician
and social media sensation, takes
the stage with her groundbreak-
ing approach to the bagpipes. By
fusing traditional Celtic melodies
with the raw energy of classic
rock and heavy metal, Ally has
redefined the way the bagpipe is
viewed in modern music. Her elec-
trifying perforinances have eammed
her millions of fans worldwide.
And that’s not all—Seven Nations
will wow you with their charis-
matic stage presence and unique
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sound, blending folk, dance, and
fusion rock. Celtic band, Loch-
lann will enchant you with their
rich harmonies and a diverse array
of instruments, including fiddles,

recorders, flutes, guitars, and the
bodhran.
Kick off the day with the

Continued on page 6 -

SPRING INTO FLAVOR AT
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
KITCHEN & BAR!

We've got something for everyone on our menu!

‘© Mon-Fri, Il am - 9 pm | Sat-Sun 10 am-9 pm
# $7 Kids’ Menu

(@ @ Brunch - Sat & Sun, 10 am-3 pm
"¢ ¥ Happy Hour - MonFri,4-6 pm:

$4 Cocktails, Beers, House Wines & Wells



Front Porch

It’s been a harsh winter in Savan-
nah. I know anyone reading this
from north of Savannah is laugh-
ing now. Hey, it did snow!

We're spoiled and we know
it. The biggest negative around
here is the gnats. No matter what
people say, nothing works against
those little creatures. I grew up
playing baseball here lathered in
Skin So Soft. It was supposed to
be the wonder elixir, but it never
worked. It just created a bunch of
sweaty boys that smelled weirdly
fragrant. What is that stuff really
used for anyway?

Well, Spring is almost here.
Now we can all get out more. One
event you’ll want to check out
is the Savannah Scottish Games
held right down the road at
Bethesda. You can read all about
it in our feature article by Cather-
ine Simpson.

Also, my favorite issue of
the JOH News is coming up in
the Summer. We will honor our
graduates so if you're a graduate
or the parent of a grad email us a
photo before the end of April.

When we first started this in

Voted Savannah Magazine's Best of Savannah (

Herb Creek Sandfly

7402 Skidaway Road | Savannah, Georgia 31406

(912) 691-0108

BY CHRIS BRANTLEY, EDITOR

2015, we had six grad photos.
Last year, we had 47. We want
every graduate in the JOH News
mailing area to be part of it so
help us get the word out.

I don’t get to say this in every
1ssue, but we are thankful for
our advertisers. You keep us in
business! So I'd like to ask all
our readers to support them.
Most are your neighbors who
live on IOH, Dutch Island, or
nearby. So it’s even better than
Buy Local. It’s Buy IOH!

As always, we do accept arti-
cle submissions or ideas, as well
as reader feedback. If you want
to share something send it to
Chris@isleothopenews.com

See you on the sunny side!

Calling All Grads

We Want Your Picture!

We will honor all High
School and College
Graduates in the IOH News
mailing area in our Summer
Issue. Please send a photo
(formal or casual) to
chris@isleofhopenews.com.

Send Hi Resolution Photos if Possible

Joof oo Tans

The Isle of Hope News is
a quarterly publication
serving Isle of Hope area
residents & advertisers.

It was started by Isle of Hope resident Ed Yannett in 2011 and mails to 2,400+ residents
in Isle of Hope, Dutch Island, and surrounding areas.

Herb Creek Thunderbolt

(912) 356-1575

3005 E. Victory Drive | Savannah, Georgia 31406
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sarden Center 10 years running.
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CARE_FREE
BOAT LU B,

Spring into boatlng this season
for only $2 900

@ TPG
MARINAS

Isle of Hope
912-354-8187



St. Thomas Thrift Store Awards
$48,900 in Grants

The St. Thomas Thrift
Store, a mission of St.
Thomas Episcopal Church
on Isle of Hope, presented
$48,900 in grants for

nine projects around
Chatham County during

a grant party on Monday,
February 24.

The Thrift Store has
operated for 27 years,
giving over $800,000
in grants to locally run
nonprofit organizations
in the Savannah
Chatham County
community. Recently,
the grants have focused
on early childhood
literacy and well-being
for underserved children in the

Representatives from the following nonprofits (left to right): Sleep

in Heavenly Peace, Live Oak Public Libraries Foundation, Coastal
Georgia Indicators, Inc., Loop It Up, Savannah, Inc., Heads Up Guid-
ance Services, Inc. (HUGS), Royce Learning Center, SAFE Shelter, and
Wesley Monumental Community Centers of Savannah, Inc. Not pictured
Fresh Air Home, Inc.

Savannah Chatham County
community. Dave White and the
Grant Committee, Paige Case, and
Liz Ann Roberts researched and
reviewed the grant applications

submitted this year.

The Thrift Store, run by 35
volunteers, 1s located at 1126 E.
Montgomery Cross Road, open
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and accepts gently used
furniture, clothing, housewares,
jewelry, shoes, and books.

Millie Green, the Chairman of
the Board of Directors, and Stacie
Bacon, the Treasurer, live on Isle
of Hope and attend St. Thomas
Church.

Grant recipients and the projects
include

Coastal GA Indicators Coalition

- Community-wide initiative

to ensure all children become
proficient readers by the end of
3rd grade.

Fresh Air Home - Summer
camp program to support at-risk
children

HUGS (Heads-Up Guidance
Service) - Provides mental health
counseling for families with
young children.

Loop It Up Savannah Inc.,
Early Literacy Project - Focuses
on early childhood literacy
education.

Live Oak Public Libraries
Foundation, Inc. - Ready-
to-Read Centers that actively
promote childhood literacy.

Royce Learning Center -
Connection Center Sensory
Playground Equipment for
children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder.

SAFE Shelter - Refurbish and
repair the Y.E.S. Center, used

for tutoring, support, homework,
counseling, support groups, quiet
time, spring break, summer camp.
Sleep in Heavenly Peace -
Volunteer operated, funding

to build and provide beds for
children in need.

Wesley Community Centers of
Savannah, Inc. - STEAM Spot
for Kids 2-3 years old, STEAM
equipment for outdoor learning
environment.
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Take the might
out of Termites!

When it comes to termites, there’s no might about it.
We live in the most termite-infested region of the U.S.

We take the “might” out of termites
' with the most effective termite control
kw program available, and the
best termite warranty in the business.

YATES-ASTRO

Termite & Pest Control
SINCE 1928

When the pests grow...call Yates-Astro!
912-651-9000 www.Yates-Astro.com

&

newamerican
FUNDING

You Won't Need

KelleySullivanTeam@nafinc.com  www.SavannahHomelLoan.com

Equal Housing Opportunity. This is not a loan commitment or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property
quallflcahons Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. All mortgage loan products are subject to credit and
property approval. @ New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. Corporate office 14511 Myford Rd., Ste 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010
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Savannah Scottish Games

Continued from the cover -

Athletic Competition, one of the
highlights of the Scottish Games.
This thrilling event features seven
traditional challenges: the Caber
Toss, Tossing the Sheaf, Stone of
Strength, 22 1b. Hammer Throw,
28 Ib. Weight Throw, 56 1b. Weight
Throw, and the 56 1b. Weight Toss
for Height. Watch skilled athletes
showcase their strength and tech-
nique—or step up and try it your-
self as a Novice athlete. Register
early to secure your spot.

The Games are proud to host
the ScotDance Highland Dancing
Southeast Regional Champion-
ships, one of six Highland Dance
competitions held throughout the
United States each spring. Heath-
er Crampton, a Savannah-based
instructor organizes the event
featuring seven age groups com-
peting in the morning in three of
four traditional Highland dances:
the Highland Fling, the Sword
Dance, the Seann Triubhas, and
the Strathspey & Reel, recog-
nized as one of the most sophis-
ticated forms of national dance in
the world. In the afternoon, the
pre-premier highland dancers con-
tinue to display their enchanting
blend of grace, strength, and pre-
cision. Reaching the pinnacle of
this traditional art form requires
unwavering dedication so please
come cheer on these talented lads
and lassies!

The pipe and drum competition
is an absolute must-see—or rath-
er, a must-hear. The stirring and
haunting melodies of the bagpipes
characterize the very soul of Scot-
land, and when paired with the
rhythmic pulse of the drums, the
music becomes utterly spellbind-
ing. Come experience this mes-
merizing sound for yourself!

The Scottish Games also offer
a wealth of activities for the wee

Photographer: StreetLife Photography - Charles Stre.et

ones! Children might even en-
counter Zephyr, a magical fairy,
while enjoying a captivating se-
lection of Scottish tales told by
the talented Linda Bandiller. Little
ones can join the fun with games
like the kilt run, tug-of-war, sheaf
toss, caber toss, haggis hurl, stone
throw, welly toss, and the sack
race. They can also dive into
crafts, coloring, dragon-themed
activities, and more. Your lads and
lassies can pick up a Games Pass-
port at the front gate. They collect
stamps from each clan tent and re-
deem their fully stamped Passport
for a special prize at the informa-
tion tent.

Don’t miss the incredible Bor-
der Collies in action! These re-
markable dogs were first bred
along the border between Scot-
land and England, descended from
breeds brought to the region by the
Vikings. In old Gaelic, the word
collie meant ‘useful’—and with
Scotland’s sheep population out-
numbering its people, these skilled
herders quickly earned their rep-
utation as the ultimate “useful

breed.” Watch as they showcase
their intelligence, agility, and
herding prowess in a display that’s
always a crowd favorite.

Looking for even more action?
The Shire of Forth Castle, Savan-
nah’s branch of the Society for
Creative Anachronism (SCA),
will host interactive demonstra-
tions and displays showcasing a
variety of medieval European ac-
tivities throughout the day. Stop
by to witness armored combat,
traditional dance, juggling, and
other arts and crafts.

Step back in time with Clann
Nan Con, a passionate group of
historians and reenactors primari-
ly from Georgia, North Carolina,
and Florida. They specialize in
studying and bringing to life the
world of Scottish Highlanders be-
tween 1736 and 1746. Fort King
George living history reenactors
will be representing some of the
finest soldiers of their time, Scot-
tish Highlanders made up the ma-
jority of General James Ogletho-

Continued on page 12 -
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(9‘1 2) -335- 5442 |

AVOIDIHIGHIIRRIGATIONICOST
WITHAY.OURIOWNIWE LIAWATER}

Our Services Include:
Companionship - Personal Care
Meal Preparation - Exercise & Recreation
Medication Reminders - Light Housekeeping
Doctors Appointments - Outings & More

Post Office Box 23194 | Savannah, GA 31403

Call Today! 912-596-4917

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

VickiesHelpingHands.com
info@vickieshelpinghands.com

VISA | MasterCard | Discover | American Express | PayPal
Money Orders | Venmo | Zelle | ApplePay | Google Wallet | CashApp

LIGHTHOUSE

RISING K - RISING 6™ GRADE

& ‘..' { i
by o 'ra ey

Join us for an exciting week long summer camp designed for
rising kindergarten through six graders,where fun meets
learning in a vibrant, international atmosphere! Kids will

enjoy a blend of activities, including arts and crafts to spark
their creativity, computer sessions to boost their tech skills,
and spirited sports competitions that foster teamwork and

friendly rivalry.

Each day, campers will have the chance to earn prizes while
also engaging in activities that promote citizenship growth,
encouraging them to become responsible and caring
members of their communities. With an international
theme, we'll explore various cultures through games.
stories. and projects. making this camp a rich and
rewarding experience for every child!

WWW.MARTINDEPORRESSOCIETY.ORG



Straight From The Horse’s Mouth

Are We About to Get Hit with Automatic Tax Hikes?

A e

Understanding HB 581 in Chatham County

By Ed Yannett, Savannah Real
Estate Advisor

Ed - is a seasoned real estate agent
and contractor in Savannah, GA.
With over 35 years of experience in
real estate, construction, and prop-
erty management, he helps buyers,
sellers, and investors navigate

the market. Learn more at www.
myhomesavannah.com.

House Bill 581 (HB 581) is a new
law affecting property taxes across
Georgia. While it promises tax re-

lief, its impact on Chatham County
1s different because of the Ste-
phens-Day Homestead Exemption.

For weeks, I've tried to get clear
answers, and now we have them.
The good news? Opting in or out
will NOT reset anyone’s base tax
year. If you already have Ste-
phens-Day, your taxable value
stays frozen unless you sell, trans-
fer, or improve your property. The
bad news? If we opt in, future tax
increases will happen automatical-
ly. You won’t be able to stop them
and your property taxes will never
go down even if your property val-
ue goes down.

This article breaks down what HB
581 does, how it compares to Ste-
phens-Day, and why this matters for
you.

What Is HB 581?

HB 581 is a statewide property tax
exemption aimed at limiting tax
increases caused by rising property
values. Instead of freezing taxable
values like Stephens-Day, HB 581
caps increases at the rate of infla-
tion.

Key points:

» Floating Homestead Exemp-
tion: Taxable values increase
annually based on inflation.

* Local Decision: Counties,
cities, and school districts must
opt out by March 1, 2025, or
HB 581 takes effect automati-
cally.

* No Reset for Current Home-
owners: If you already have
Stephens-Day, your taxable
value remains frozen unless
you sell or renovate.

* New Homebuyers Affected:
Those who buy homes after
2025 will be placed under HB
581’s system instead of Ste-
phens-Day.

How Does HB 581 Compare to
Stephens-Day?

Chatham County has benefited
from Stephens-Day since 1999,
keeping taxable values frozen at
the year a homeowner qualifies.

* Under Stephens-Day: Proper-
ty taxes stay locked in, only
changing if millage rates
increase.



* Under HB 581: Taxes increase every year, even if
home values go down.

What If Inflation Goes Up but Home Prices Go
Down?

This is where HB 581 becomes a real problem for
homeowners.

Example Scenario:

* Home prices drop 20%, but inflation is 6% — HB
581 still increases your taxable value by 6%.

» Ifinflation is negative, your taxable value does
NOT go down—you’d have to file an appeal to
get it reassessed.

HB 581 locks you into automatic tax increases, re-
gardless of what happens in the housing market.

‘What Would Have Happened If HB 581 Was in
Place During the 2008 Housing Crash?

From 2008 to 2011, home values plummeted by 33%,

but inflation still existed.

» If HB 581 had been in effect: Taxable values
would have increased every year, even as home-
owners lost equity.

* Homeowners would have paid more in taxes de-
spite their homes being worth less.

Year Home Market Value Taxable Value (Stephens-Day) Inflation Adjustment
2007 (Pre-Crash) £300,000 $300,000 —

2008 $246,000 {-18%) $300,000 No increase

2009 §221,400 (-10%) $300,000 No increase

2010 §210,330 (-5%) $300,000 No increase

20m §206,123 (-2%) $300,000 No increase

Stephens-Day protected homeowners during that
crash, and my property taxes have decreased numer-
ous times. HB 581 would not have.

DID YOU KNOW?

IN THE LAST 24 MONTHS, WE SOLD THE Two HIGHEST
PRICED-PER-SQUARE-FOOT NON-WATERFRONT HOMES
ON THE IsLE oF HoPE! EXPERIENCE MATTERS,

AND SO DOES KNOWING AND LOVING OUR ISLAND!
d Tuinkine oF setting? WanT Tor Dowtar? LET's TALK.

Year Home Market Value Taxable Value {Under HE 581) Inflation Adjustment

2007 (Pre-Crash) $300,000 $300,000 —

2008 $246,000 (-18%) $31,520 (+3.84%) Taxes go up

2009 §221,400 {-10%) £310,400 (-0.36%) Taxes stay nearly the same

200 $210,330 (-5%) $315,488 (+1.64%) Taxes go up

2m $206,123 (-2%) $325.474 (+3.16%) Taxes go up

Homeowners would have paid more in taxes despite
their homes being worth less. HB 581 removes local
control and forces automatic tax increases.

Will My Taxes Go Up Under HB 581?

If Chatham County opts in:
» Stephens-Day remains for existing homeown-
ers, but new buyers go under HB 581.
* Property taxes increase annually based on in-
flation.

If Chatham County opts out:
+ Stephens-Day remains the only exemption.
* No automatic tax increases—only changes if
millage rates go up.

Final Takeaway: Should Chatham County Opt In
or Keep Stephens-Day?

Do You Want Tax Increases You Can Fight or Ones
You Can’t Stop?
» Stephens-Day = You have a voice. If taxes in-
crease, elected officials must vote for a millage rate
increase, and you can hold them accountable.
+ HB 581 =No control. Taxes go up automatical-
ly every year—even if your home loses value.

Keeping Stephens-Day is the safer choice for protect-
ing homeowners.

eal Estate Advisors

YRANNETT
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URGENT
PeETCARE

OF SAVANNAH

912-200-3985
11102 Abercorn St.
www.urgentpetcaresav.com

Savannah's newest after-hours pet hospital!

~
WARNING!

SHARKS
SIGHTED!

SWIM AT
YOUR OWN
RISKI!

SECURE SPOT
STORAGE

CALL AND ASK
ABOUT OUR SPECIALS

Climate controlled + non-climate
controlled self-storage units

Located at 2130 Bona Bella Avenue,
at the intersection of Bona Bella
and Skidaway Road

Gated -« Security Cameras « 24-Hour Access

For more information, call 912-438-6480

_
Grab your goggles

and come join the Isle
of Hope Sharks!

Another swim season in our Park-
ersburg Road gnatatorium is about
to begin! Do not be late! You too
can take part in time-tested Isle of
Hope traditions like “The Under-
water Wonder,” “Miler Smiler,”
“Sharknado Shenanigans,” “Disco
Dancing with Coach Caroline,”
and best of all “Saturday Morning
Donuts™! Learn skills that you
can use later in life such as how
to make a big splash, how to keep
your head above water, and how
to make friends and influence
people while wearing a Speedo!
Sharks can be a girl or a boy.
Sharks can be five years old to 18
years old in human years. Regis-
tration will open April 1 at www.
1ohsharks.com with stroke clinics,
preseason practices, dual meets,
and championship races to follow
with a WHOLE LOT OF FUN in
between. See you on deck soon!
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Jeffrey's Wooden Pen's
Slimline Gold, Silver, Gun Metal and Antique \%‘PQ U’F‘HVDFQ/hEWSr
Brass

Jeffrey_Kumjian@Hotmail.com Reach 2400+

www.Facebook.com/Jeffrey Kumijian householdsinibe

Isle of Hope Area,

Jeffrey Kumjian including Dutch
Wood Turner Island, Wylly Island,
Ferguson, Norwood

912-247-5897

M.Kumijian103@Comcast.net Ad Sizes:
www.Etsy.com/people/JeffreyKumijian

Full - $775
Half - $469
Quarter - $315
Eighth - $249
FOSSTOAd anma Hospac 8
Ernest Compton, D.V.M. Contact Us:

Melanie S. Bevere, D.V.M.
Mar » D.V.M isleofhopenews.com
/advertise

1201 E. Montgomery Crossroad (912) 927-4343 912-665-8770
Savannah, GA 31406 WWw.crossroadah.com Chris@isleofhopenews.com

DUMPSTER RENTALS

Garage Clean out? Home Repair Project? Just need to declutter?

Call for a FREE quote
today!

012-988-6066

® 10,12, & 15 cubic yard dumpsters
e Dump Trailer Rental Available

" SME Enterprises LLC.

Servicing our Community for over 15 years.
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Savannah Scottish Games

rpe’s troops during his mission
to Fort King George in Darien in
1736.

Ever wondered if you have a bit
of the Scots in you? Explore over
30 clan tents surrounding the Scot-
tish Games arena, each offering a
treasure trove of artifacts, history,
and a list of surnames tied to their
clan. For those eager to dig deeper,
visit the genealogy tent, where ex-

perts and historical associations
will help you trace your family
tree and uncover your roots. But
beware—this fascinating jour-
ney into your past can quickly
become an addictive adventure!
Over 40 vendors will offer a
variety of goods crafted by Scots
using traditional Scottish mate-
rials—some even made in Scot-
land! Plus, more than 10 food

HOMG S61Y “’ﬂ

Your All In 1 Home Services Company

From Lawncare to Home Renovations
We Got You Covered!

_912-596-9000

RELIABLE

SEPTIC SERVICES INC.

Installation and repair of septic

systems
Residential and commercial
Septic Tank Pumping

Drainfield Restoration

WWW. rellableseptlcmc com

(912) 604-3088
15 Dorothy Dr, Savannah, GA 31406
reliablesepticinc@gmail.com

trucks and vendors, will serve
food, beer and mead (21 and up).
Don’t forget to pick up a com-
memorative T-shirt to remember
the day. And this year, you can
also participate in a whiskey tast-
ing. Grab your ticket and enjoy a
wee dram—or six.

Save the date—May 3rd! The

Continued on page 13 -

0]/ SAVANN AH
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Caber Toss
Corey Brooks Photography

12



Savannah Scottish Games

Continued from page 12 -

festivities kick off at 8:45 a.m. fol- ; n
lowed by the Closing Ceremony Hll ' _ -
at 5:00 p.m. and wrap up with a - ;

lively ceilidh ending at 7:00 p.m. SPRING TOUR 2025 g

Worried about missing the Derby? .
Don’t be! Catch all the action on - i ‘ R
the many large-screen TVs set up >

for the occasion. The Savannah o/ A .
Scottish Games thanks Stewart

Marshall of Daniel Ravenel So-

theby’s International Realty for

being the title sponsor.

Go to SavannahScottishGames.com
to grab your tickets!

Adult (18 and over) - $30

Active Duty Military/First Re-

sponders - 320 at Gate (with ID)

Student (11 to 17) - $20 after

Children (10 and under) - Free
1g paid adult

FREE Family Owned
Brett Minick

ESTIMATES Mickey Minick
SAVANNAH MASONRY

BRICK - CONCRETE - PAVERS

We Specialize in Driveways, Porches, Patios & Pool Decks

; |
= 1

Call 912-660-8078
www.savannahmasonry.com




nake math a | rlght spot in your
o choo year.

Give your child an edge in school with Mathnasium. They'll get the personalized instruction they need
to accelerate their math skills and take on the rest of the school year with confidence. Our expert
instructors teach math in a way that makes sense to students, so they understand it, master it, and enjoy
it. The goal is not just to improve grades and scores, but to teach children
how to think critically, solve problems and work independently —
important skills that last a lifetime.

Join over a million parents who have trusted Mathnasium to build their
children’s confidence and transform their math skills.

NOW ENROLLING FOR SUMMER MATH PROGRAMS

3 COVENIENT LOCATIONS ¢ MATHNASIUM.COM

Mathnasium of Savannah Mathnasium of Pooler Mathnasium of Bluffton
7400 Abercorn St (next to T Maxx) 459 Pooler Pkwy (near Publix) 876 Fording Island Rd (behind Jim N Nicks)
912-355-5678 912-330-0666 843-815-6284

G2

Changing Lives Though Math
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