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Looking for an exciting ad-
venture to take with your 
family?? Read on!

“Smoke”, a thirty foot sculp-
ture of a giant North Atlantic 
Right Whale is now mounted 
on a wall in the Marine Sci-
ence Center at the north end 
of Tybee. Its tail has been 
painted in three dimensions 
to appear as it is disappear-
ing into the wall making this 
creature appear as it is dra-
matically bursting from the 
wall. 

The huge mouth, com-
plete with baleen for straining 
plankton and prey from the 
water, is wide open in pursuit 
of prey. Large videos near-
by show scenes of whales 
jumping and splashing in the 
oceans.  

Baleen, a durable material 
used before modern plastics 
were invented, was need-

BY POLLY COOPER

A Whale of a Tale to Tell

ed for skirt hoops and corset 
stays. This was the begin-
ning of the whale population 
demise. Sadly today, it is 
enormous ships exceeding 
the speed limit causing fatal 
whale strikes and also water 
pollution and entanglement 
in fishing nets doing untold 
damage. 

In March, 300 people wel-
comed “Smoke” at the mu-
seum with a rousing recep-
tion, delicious food stations, 
speeches and guides explain-
ing the many live displays in 
huge aquariums…horseshoe 
crabs, blowfish, curious octo-
pus, alligator garfish, logger-
head turtles, hermit crabs, 
snails, sea stars, baby alliga-
tors, flounders, corn snakes 
and so much more. Displays 
are always evolving. A board-
walk leads to the beach where 
folks can see ships far out to 
sea on the horizon, listen to 
the chattering seagulls and 
relax with a picnic. 

A rare treat is a Creature 

Cam showing tiny live inver-
tebrates up close in detail. 
Their beauty and fascination 
are captured clearly on a 
monitor. “Oohs” and “Ahhs” 
and squeals of delight and 
wonder can be heard from 
the excited visitors!

These whales are the most 
endangered whales on the 
planet. It is estimated that 
there are only about 350 
North Atlantic Right Whales 
left in our oceans, placing 
them on the brink of tragic 
extinction.

Joy Davis, a marine biolo-
gist from Ohio, worked with 
volunteers for one entire year 
to create this impressive mod-
el of “Smoke”. Many of these 
creatures are a whopping for-
ty-two feet in total length, 
the size of a large school bus! 

Joy explained, “The coolest 
part of this mission is that 
Smoke’s  mother, Phoenix, 

“Smoke”, the North Atlantic Right Whale

- Continued on page 12 -

Smoke, a 30 foot sculpture of a 
giant North Atlantic Right Whale, 
created by Joy Davis for the Tybee 
Marine Science Center
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With gratitude and joy, St. Peter’s Church is pleased to announce that its Market at 3 West 
Ridge celebrated its 25th anniversary of annual giving by raising $68,000.  Half of this amount  
went to Brightside Child & Family Advocacy and half to Coastal Children’s Advocacy Center, two 
Savannah agencies which assist physically /sexually abused and neglected children.

Signature Sponsor:
Anonymous;  Platinum Sponsors:  Expert Hearing, J. Sheppard Mondy III, Savannah Vascular 
Institute, Meyer & Sayers, LLC, Oelschig Nursery, Print Shop, Soundview Wealth Advisors

Gold Sponsors: 
Holland, Bromley, Barnhill & Brett, LLC, International Paper, Kathy Warden, South State Bank/
Corporate, South State Bank/Skidaway Branch, Yates-Astro Termite & Pest Control

Silver Sponsors:  
BowTie Barbecue, Bragg BMW, Carter Allstate Agency, Coastal Dentistry, Curry Dry Cleaners, 
Publix, Robin Boaen Group, The Marshes of Skidaway Island; Friends of the Market:  Chatham 
Parkway Lexus, Four Season’s Travel, Georgia Skin & Cancer Clinic, John B Rourke Gentleman’s 
Clothier, Village Station/Landings Golf Car Center, Largo Beverage, and Village Hair Salon.

The generosity of the corporate and individual donors, the time given by our volunteers, and 
the shoppers who patronized our boutique and plant sale made all this possible!

BY MARIANNE KOSIEWICZ

St. Peter’s on Skidaway Island  
donates $68,000 to Local Charities

From left to right:  Rose Grant-Robinson, Kate Blair, Susan Homar and The Reverend Kelly Steele
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- Continued from page 4 -
A Whale of a Tale

has been sculpted and is displayed in the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. Smoke’s 
grandmother, Stumpy, is displayed as a 
skeleton in the North Carolina Museum of 
Natural Sciences. This is the lineage of the 
North Atlantic Right Whale, ambassadors of 
their species.”

Chantal Audran, director of the Tybee Island 
Marine Science Center, believes that Nature 
has the potential to bounce back. Cheers to 
those focusing on the North Atlantic Right 
Whales while there is still precious time.

Chantal adds, “Our science center works 
to instill into every student and visitor a 
stewardship for animals on coastal Georgia. We 
introduce people to creatures in endangered 
populations to create a connection, passion 
and call-to-action to protect and conserve 
these species.”

Right whales have baleen plates instead of 
teeth to filter, sift, sieve or trap their prey from 
seawater inside their mouths

Joy Davis (left) and 
Polly Cooper (right) 

collaborated to design 
this tile mural of the 

lowcountry ecosystem 
that will also be 
displayed at the 

Tybee Island Marine 
Science Center

Davis & Cooper 
create mural
of lowcountry

ecosystem
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- Continued from page 4 -
Front Porch

woke up at 4 a.m. and thought 
WTH, but I won’t. Every par-
ent has those moments of 
disappointment and heart-
ache, but eventually, they 
only make the triumphs, like 
graduation, taste sweeter. 

The crazy thing about be-
ing a parent is when your 
kids do something great it 
feels much better than when 
you did it. My daughter’s 
wedding and my son’s gradu-
ation gave me the warm and 
fuzzies much more than my 
own. 

Before my son’s graduation, 
a speaker stood up and did 
a hokey, but very satisfying 
thing. He called for a chant 

from the crowd. He pointed 
to one side of the arena, and 
they shouted “WE!” Then he 
pointed to the other side, 
and they yelled “DID IT!” 

At that moment, I was 
reminded I had played a part 
in my son’s achievement. 
Sure, he deserves most of 
the credit. But, as many of 
you parents know, you made 
sacrifices too. You helped 
your kids reach the finish 
line. And, while you should 
be proud of what they have 
achieved, you can also take 
pride in what you helped 
them accomplish. 

Have we been perfect? Hell 
no! But if you, like me, stared 

at the ceiling in the middle 
of the night wondering what 
you could have done better 
or said differently. If you feel 
amazed and grateful for how 
it all played out, you get it. 
You understand you played a 
part, but you also know you 
didn’t cause it to happen. 
I am not who I am merely 
because of me. Neither are 
my kids or your kids. 

So yes, congratulate your 
son or daughter for earning 
their diploma. But also raise 
a glass to yourself. In a 
sense, you graduated too...
graduated from the school of 
raising a graduate. 

Cheers!

BY JESSIE BRINSFIELD

Support the IOH Sharks, Defending City Champs 

As the Sharks hit the water led by Coach Dan 
Willoughby, we’re thrilled to have many new 
and returning Sharks for the summer. 

The Sharks have produced several D1 
Swimmers through the years. It takes a village 
and incredible support from our community 
to make the summer swim season happen. 
Thanks to our generous Sponsors, we’re able 
to continue to provide for our team, both for 
this year and for the future. 

Thank You to all of our 2024 IOH Shark 
Sponsors (as of May 1, 2024): 

Platinum Level: 
Yannett Team, Neely Electrical Services ~ Gold 
Level: Butler Prather LLC, Habersham Dental

Silver Level: 
BRB Properties Inc, Isle of Hope Marina TPG 
Marinas, Royal Restrooms 

Bronze Level: 
Clean Eats, Emily McCarthy Shoppe, Hadwin Auto 
Detail, Pediatric Dentistry, Regal Reflections, 
Riverside Electric, Sandfly Golf Carts, Woof 

Gang, Zipper, Lorberbaum, Beauvais & Gotwalt 
Attorneys at Law

Supporter Level:
 Auspicious Baking Company, Baker’s Pride, 
Castaways, Chef Kirk Blaine, GIX Fiber, 
Harkleroad Diamonds & Fine Jewelry, Lynes 
Realty and Development Co, Mana Wellness 
Medicine, Maycrest Hardware, Newton’s Package 
Shop, Rocky’s of Savannah NY Deli and Italian 
Catering, Specialty Sports, VonTrapp Animal 
Lodge, WingMan Junk Removal, Wright Group 

Business/Family Level:
Bouy Black Leathercraft LLC, BowTie BBQ, 
Chicken Salad Chick, LoGo Goods, Kato Floral 
Designs, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Sandfly Nails, 
YourPie and these Families: DeLoach, Fanelli, 
Kelly, Leiter-Melamed, Mackowiak, Odell-
Thomas, Parkinson, Rilee, S. Martin, Wanager 
and Willoughby, Pediatric Dentistry of Savannah, 
Butler Prather LLC, Rubnitz Thompson Ziblut, 
LLC, Clean Eats, The 5 Spot

If you and/or your business are interested in 
supporting the 2024 Sharks, it’s not too late, 
please feel free to reach out to us at iohsharks@
yahoo.com.








