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The Savannah Scottish Games
Where Hlstory and the Present Meet

BY CATHERINE SIMPSON

The 46th Annual Savannah
Scottish Games will be held
May 4th at Bethesda Academy
in Savannah, Georgia. As you
enter Bethesda’s beautiful,
spacious grounds overlooking
the Moon River, be prepared
to spend the day enjoying a
variety of entertainment for the
entire family.

The day begins with the
Athletic  Competition, one
of the best-known features
of the Scottish Games. The
competition includes seven & & : )
events: The Caber Toss, The the shire of Fort Castle demonstrates armored combat
Sheaf Toss, Clachneart (Stone Photo by DaBrooksOhana Photography
Put), 22 Ib. Hammer Throw, 28
Ib. Weight Throw, 56 Ib. Weight Dance Championships. The best National Championship in
Throw, and the 56 Ib. Weight Premier highland dancers in Boston. In the afternoon,
Toss for Height. the southeast will demonstrate watch the Pre-Premier

Next, head to the dance area the strength and beauty of this dancers demonstrate the
to take in the ScotDance USA ancient form as they vie for a
Southeast Regional Highland spot to represent the SE at the - Continued on page 4 -
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Front Porch

Happy Almost Spring! It's
time to get outside and have
some fun.

In this issue, you can read
about the upcoming 46th
Annual Savannah Scottish
Games and Celtic Festival at
Bethesda. This all-day, rain-
or-shine event takes place on

May 4.
Also, learn about the
changes to Georgia's

most popular historic site,
Wormsloe, now that the new
Visitor Center has opened. 1
have the Annual Pass and love
it. In just minutes, I can walk
or ride my bike and discover
miles of nature trails with
picturesque views of the Moon
River and marshes. My dog,
Harper, enjoys it too. I love my

BY CHRIS BRANTLEY, EDITOR

Bluff walks, but Wormsloe is
my go-to when I want a quiet
walk in the woods. It's also a
great place to take family and
friends when they visit you.

Finally, Mr. Ed (Yannett) gives
you his perspective on the
importance and growth of your
home equity. This will prepare
you for the homebuying and
selling season which kicks off
in the Spring.

Make sure you send us
your pictures of the Class of
2024 for the Summer issue
in June. We will feature all
the upcoming high school
and college graduates who

live in the mailing area of
the IOH News. Email your
high-resolution  photos to

chris@isleofhopenews.com
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It was started by Isle of Hope resident Ed Yannett in 2011 and mails to 2,400 residents
in Isle of Hope, Dutch Island, and surrounding areas.

The Isle of Hope News is
a quarterly publication
serving Isle of Hope area
residents & advertisers.

and include the school of the
graduate.

And as always, please
support our Advertisers. We
couldn't publish the Isle of
Hope News without them!

class of

Calling All Grads!

If you're graduating in 2024,
or a parent of someone in the
class of 2024, let us know!

We want to honor all the high school
and college graduates in the I0H
News mailing area in the Summer

Issue of the Isle of Hope News.

Please send a photo (formal or casual)
to chris@isleofhopenews.com

Please send high-resolution photos if possible.

Jump into Spring at Herb Creek, the one-stop shop for all your gardening needs.
Locally owned and operated by Savannah natives since 2004. “Best of Savannah” since 2014.

Palms - Trees - Shrubs - Tropicals - Annuals - Perennials - Pottery - Fountains - Statuary - Home Decor
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513 E. OGLETHORPE AVE., SUITE F | 912.235.2798 | SAVANNAHFAMILYEYECARE.COM

IOH AND DUTCH ISLAND RESIDENTS
JOIN TODAY FOR AS LOW AS $2.,800
AND,$295/MONTH!

**VALID UNTIL MEMORIAL DAY "-.

CAREFREE
BOAT CLUB

CALL OR TEXT o
912.660.6400 L) Ny
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Scottish Games
- Continued from page 1 -

dances they've learned. The
ages run from 4 years old to
adults. The intricate footwork
and the dancing will transport
you back to Scotland.

Pipe and drum competition
returns to the games this year.
The thriling and haunting
music of the bagpipe is the soul
of Scotland. Coupled with the
drums, the sound of bagpipes
becomes even more enthralling.
Come to hear the mesmerizing
sounds for yourself and see if
you don’t agree.

Music lovers can also enjoy
phenomenal performances by
other Celtic bands, including
Loclann. These  musicians
sing and harmonize Scottish
and Irish songs accompanied
by fiddles, recorders, flutes,
guitars, and the bodhran. More
Celtic entertainment will be
added to the lineup soon!

The Scottish Games also has
many activitiesforthe wee ones.
They may encounter Zephyr, a
mythical fairy, and then listen
to a wide selection of Scottish
tales told by Linda Bandiller.
Children can participate in

A Border Collie Herds Sheep During the Savannah Scottish Games

games such as sheaf toss,
caber toss, haggis hurl, stone
throw, welly toss, and a sack
race. A children’s kilted run
is held on the athletic field
immediately following opening
ceremonies. Children may also
do crafts, coloring, and other
games. Lads and lassies can get
a Games Passport at the front
gate. If they fill it with stamps
or signatures from each clan
tent, their full passport can be
redeemed for a prize at the
information tent.

Don’t miss the Border Collies.
These incredibly intelligent
and responsive dogs were first
bred on the boundary between
Scotland and England from
breeds brought to the area by
Vikings. In old Gaelic, collie

meant “useful.” Scotland has
more sheep than humans,
so the sheep-herding Collies
became known as the “useful
breed.” Come and watch them
in action. They are always a
crowd favorite.

Want more action? The
Shire of Fort Castle, a group of
medieval reenactors, provides
interactive demonstrations
of medieval activities, such
as armed combat, dance,
juggling, and more. From
these reenactors, you can learn
ancient arts like calligraphy,
armoring, metalworking,
and more. Another group of
reenactors, Clan Nom Con,
is composed of dedicated

- Continued on page 14 -
4



TR R . ?
e S P s -
e 4 :

i fii’umuj, =

&/

-

s

Our Services Include:
Companionship - Personal Care
Meal Preparation - Exercise & Recreation
Medication Reminders - Light Housekeeping
Doctors Appointments - Outings & More

Post Office Box 23194 | Savannah, GA 31403

Call Today! 912-596-4917

Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday & Sunday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

VickiesHelpingHands.com
vickieshelpinghands@yahoo.com

VISA | MasterCard | Discover | American Express | PayPal
Money Orders | Venmo | Zelle | ApplePay | Google Wallet | CashApp

SAVANNAH'S
NEWEST AFTER-HOURS
PET HOSPITAL

URGENT

PETCARE
OF SAVANNAH

912-200-3985
11102 Abercorn St.
www.urgentpetcaresav.com

OPEN MON-THURS 5-11
FRI 2-10, SAT & SUN 10-10

SANDFLY i

FLOWER SHOP |

A FULL SERVICE FLORAL BOUTIQUE

REACH 2,500+
HOUSEHOLDS!

Advertise in the IOH News!

For more information: chris@isleofhopenews.com
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Welcomes Gues

BY CHRIS BRANTLEY

Wormsloe opened its new
visitor center to the public
after nearly four vyears of
construction on January 4,
2024. The 6,000-square-foot
building includes a spacious
porch with a fireplace, a
2,000-square-foot gift shop,
a meeting space, and an
introduction to the site. The
building was the first capital
improvement to Wormsloe in

Wormsloe’s New 2,000-square-foot gift shop

25 years.

The construction also used
repurposed materials from the
Barrow’s private residence on
the grounds. Slate roofing from
a historic dock is located on the
wall behind the Wormsloe sign
in the gift shop. An iron gate
from a 1930s formal garden
hangs above the outdoor
fireplace on the patio.

In the next two vyears,
the old visitor center will be
transformed into a museum.

Wormsloe, the oldest

property in Georgia to be
held continuously by the
same family, also houses a
private residence on 50 acres
of the grounds. Craig and
Diana Barrow are the ninth
generation to live at Wormsloe
since Noble Jones founded
the colonial estate in the mid-
1730s.1In 1972, Wormsloe was
put on the National Register
of Historic Places. The Barrow
family donated the property

- Continued on page 7 -
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Wormsloe
- Continued from page 6 -
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Ernest Compton, D.V.M.
Melanie S. Bevere, D.V.M.

to The Nature Conservancy, which transferred
the land to the state of Georgia the same year.
Wormsloe, managed by the Department of
Natural Resources, is the most visited historic

site in Georgia. Nearly 200,000 visitors come 1201 E. Montgomery Crossroad (912) 9274343
each year. Savannah, GA 31406 www.crossroadah.com

Gretchen Greminger, the
Historic Site Manager since
August 2016, explained some
of the changes resulting Taking The STRESS
from the new Visitor Center. A
Trolleys, similar to the ones Out Olermg
used on Jekyll Island, will
transport guests from the End the headaches of:
Visitor Center down the 1.5- eyl
mile avenue canopied by Live Claims, Hiring & Firigs
Oaks. Tourguides will introduce
newcomers to  Wormsloe
and its history on the way.
Wormsloe implemented the
trolley system to preserve the
most iconic, oak-lined road in
the country.

- Continued on page 10 -

SCAN FOR MORE
INFORMATION
AND TO
PURCHASE TICKETS:

SECURE SPOT
STORAGE

Join us in supporting The BC Athletic Association!

SATURDAY NMARCH 23 2024 CALL AND ASK

BC PLAZA ABOUT OUR SPECIALS
$85/PERSON

Includes all food and drink
MUELC B Climate controlled + non-climate

JU%F}ETE controlled self-storage units
' Located at 2130 Bona Bella Avenue,
at the intersection of Bona Bella

@YTE and Skidaway Rone

Gated * Security Cameras * 24-Hour Access

Mountain Rock Legends - A mixture of good ole’ Southern Rock & Funky Appalachian Boogic

For more information, call 912-438-6480

For spansorship opportunities, please contact BCAA President Carl Smith ac

fidsmich@aol.com or (912) 210-3308. We would love to parener with you or your business.




Straight From The Horse’'s Mouth

Your Home’s Equity: A Real Estate Agent’s
Perspective on Its Importance and Growth

N

As a real estate agent deep-
ly involved in the homeowner-
ship journey, I've seen first-
hand that owning a home isn’t
just about having a roof over
your head. You want to build
a financial foundation for your
future. I've watched hundreds
of people making millions of
dollars when they finally sell
their homes! One of the most
vital aspects of maximizing
your return when you sell is
your home’s equity. So let’s
dive into what equity means,
why it's essential, and how to
increase it over time.

Understanding Home Equity
Home equity is the financial
stake you own in your proper-
ty. It's the difference between
your home’s current market
value and the amount you
owe on your mortgage. For
example, if your home is val-
ued at $350,000 and you owe
$250,000 on your mortgage,
you have $100,000 in equity.
Your equity grows as you pay
down your mortgage or your
home’s value increases.

The Significance of Equity
Equity is more than just a

number—it's a powerful tool.
When it's time to sell, sub-
stantial equity translates into
a larger profit, providing you
with more capital for your next
home purchase or other finan-
cial needs. However, the ben-
efits of equity extend beyond
selling. You can tap into your
home’s equity through loans
or lines of credit to fund ren-
ovations, consolidate debt, or
cover significant expenses, of-
fering a financial lifeline when
needed.

Expanding Your Equity
Here are three strategies to
build your home’s equity:

Accelerate Your

Mortgage Payments:

Each payment towards your
mortgage’s principal increases
your equity. Consider making
extra payments or paying more
than the minimum to fast-track
your equity growth.

Invest in

Home Improvements:
Strategic upgrades can en-
hance your home’s value and,
by extension, your equity. Fo-
cus on renovations with the
highest return on investment,

such as modernizing kitchens
or bathrooms.

Benefit from

Market Appreciation:
Sometimes, the market works
in your favor, and your home’s
value increases over time,
boosting your equity without
extra effort on your part.

As your real estate agent,
I'm here to guide you through
buying or selling. But, I also
want to help you navigate the
broader aspects of homeown-
ership, including managing and
maximizing your home equi-
ty. That means ensuring your
home isn’t just a place to live
but a cornerstone of your fi-
nancial well-being.

Equity isn't just a financial
term; it's a measure of the
value and security your home
brings to your life. By under-
standing and strategically in-
creasing your home’s equity,
you're learning to invest in a
more secure and prosperous
future. Let’s work together to
make the most of your invest-
ment, from the day you turn
the key in the door until you
decide it's time to move on.
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Selling Mom’s House?

Selling a loved one's home is more than a transaction;
it's an emotional journey. At Team Yannett, we specialize in helping
families navigate the complexities of selling older homes
with compassion and expertise as your ADVOCATE.

Why Us?

e Empathy & Expertise: We understand the emotional and practical challenges
involved, offering a caring hand and professional guidance.

e Full Support: From decluttering to staging and maintenance, we manage
every detail to ease your burden and at your direction.

e Maximize Value: Our goal is to secure the best price, ensuring peace of mind
for your loved one's future.

Do NOT fall for the fast cash people, who will offer you pennies on the dollar!

Contact me at 912-844-9000 or email ed@teamyannett.com with any questions!
Let us help you honor your family's legacy with ease and respect.

/\Q\ -
TEAM YANNETT eXp

REAL EST REALTY

, Ed & Lauren

Direct: 912-596-4345
or 912-844-9000
or 912-355-5858

" GET YOUR HOUSE LOOKING BEAUTIFUL

20% OFF FOR SPRING CLEANING!

Do you wanna extend the life of your roof by 15 years? AND get a discount on your homeowner's
insurance? GO with GONANO! We are the Lowcountry's exclusive dealer of Gonano Shingle Saver.

oo 912-096-9000

Lowcountry Country Home Services LLE
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Wormsloe’s New Trolleys

Wormsloe
- Continued from page 7 -

“Everyone wants that spectacular photo of Wormsloe's
Avenue of Live Oaks,” said manager Gretchen Greminger.
“Cars would not be in the way, and guests could take
their time. They could even walk the entire avenue, just
enjoying the shade and Spanish moss.”

“Reducing car traffic would also protect these majestic
trees,” said Greminger. “Our visitation has grown quickly,
and the weight of vehicles pulling off to the side of the
road can damage roots and compact the soil.”

Although you can no longer drive down the most
photographed street in the country, you can walk or bike
down it. Wormsloe will offer bicycle rentals and you can
bring your bike. The 3-mile Battery Trail (Orange) will be
opened to bikers.

New native plants, young cypress trees, live oaks, and
a water feature have been added to the site. Of course,
you can still explore Wormsloe’s 268 acres which includes
almost six miles of nature trails, tabby ruins, and an area
that portrays life during colonial times.

- Continued on page 12 -
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On December 24, 1756, Noble Jones received
aland grant from King George II for 500 acres
in southern Isle of Hope that comprised the
Wormsloe Plantation (https://iohha.org/
historic-documents)
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We'll make math a bright spot in your
hild’s school year

Give your child an edge in school with Mathnasium. They'll get the personalized instruction they need
to accelerate their math skills and take on the rest of the school year with confidence. Our expert
instructors teach math in a way that makes sense to students, so they understand it, master it, and enjoy
it. The goal is not just to improve grades and scores, but to teach children
how to think critically, solve problems and work independently —
important skills that last a lifetime.

Join over a million parents who have trusted Mathnasium to build their
children’s confidence and transform their math skills.

NOW ENROLLING FOR SUMMER MATH PROGRAMS

3 COVENIENT LOCATIONS ¢ MATHNASIUM.COM

Mathnasium of Savannah Mathnasium of Pooler Mathnasium of Bluffton
7400 Abercorn St (next to TJ Maxx) 459 Pooler Pkwy (near Publix) 876 Fording Island Rd (behind Jim N Nicks)
912-355-5678 912-330-0666 843-815-6284

88HA

Changing Lives Through Math




Wormsloe
- Continued from page 10 -

Wormsloe has returned to having 400 Live Oak trees planted
with the help of the Savannah Tree Foundation, The Rotary Club of
Savannah, and the Friends of Wormsloe. The Friends of Wormsloe
is a group of local volunteers who work to promote, support,
improve, and preserve Wormsloe State Historic Site. Wormsloe
receives a $2.50 donation if volunteers log their hours through
the organization.

The site hosts several events throughout the year, including the
“Colonial Faire and Muster” in February, which highlights aspects
of 18th-century life, such as music, dancing, crafts, and military
drills.

You can purchase a Historic Site Annual Pass. This pass provides
unlimited admission to Wormsloe and all of Georgia’s state
historic sites. You can buy the passes online at gastateparks.org/
ThingsToKnow or the Wormsloe gift shop.

Available passes:

$50 family (admits up to 4)

$30 adult (admits 1 adult 18 or older)

$25 student (admits 1 under 18 or college student with valid I.D.)
If you just want to go for the day, the cost is $11.25 for adults,
$8.50 for those 62 and over, $5 for youth 6 to 17, and $2.50 for
children under 6.

Visit gastateparks.org/Wormsloe to learn more.

Women Take
Over Wormsloe

Saturday, Mar 23, 2024
10 AM to 4 PM

Celebrate the lives and
skills of women in early
Georgia. Discover the
important, frequently
overlooked, contributions
that women made to
Georgia’s success as
a colony. Interpreters
and reenactors will
demonstrate 18th century
skills needed to survive
and thrive in
the Georgia wilderness.

Admission:
$2.50 - $11.25
Event Phone:
912-353-3023

Discovery in a Ditch
BY POLLY COOPER

F, & ]

F

Look what I found down deep
in the ditch!

This wooden gnome, under
gunk and grime.

Who knows how long it had
laying in the dirt?

Little doubt...quite a long time.

The Gnome was spotted from
a golf cart on a spin,

and lifted to safety, so repairs
could begin.

We named him “Dumblewort”

and begin to adore him:
donned our thinking caps and
planned how to restore him.

Patience and perseverance;
sandpaper and paint...

A gnome of neglect, he no
longer ain’t.

The woodcarver was skilled.
That’s indisputable!

g i -
-
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A fine specimen “Dumble” is.
Thats inconstestable!

Moral of the story is... One
man’s trash is another man'’s
treasure.

Rescuing Dumble was our
sheer pleasure!
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*Golf Cart driver - Noel Wright

Do vyou have something
you want to see us publish
in the IOH News? Send

your submissions to chris@
isleofhopenews.com.
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RHYME GREASON

Termites eat homes from inside out
with catastrophic financial clout

These little buggers aren’t easily found
They enter your home from underground

There’s no need to fear as long as you know
When the termites grow...call Yates-Astro!

YATES-ASTRO

Termite & Pest Control
SINCE 1928

When the pests grow...call Yates-Astro!

912-651-9000 www.Yates-Astro.com

newamerican <5
FUNDING
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WE VE GOT YOU COVERED WITH OUR 5 YEAR RATE PROTECTION PLAN

With NAF, you can buy today with confidence,
; 5-YEAR RATE knowing that if interest rates drop at any point in

{ - e W y v ¥ 4 o a Fe -
U -vnuu{(hullwfﬂlﬂp
O Rl v T e i
‘% Sales Manager | NMLS# 213216
\ Kelleye Callinran
B2 NY (912) 844-2593

KeIIeySuIllvaneqm@anlnc.com * www.SavannahHomelLoan.com

SCAN TO APPLY!

This is not a loan commitment or guarantee of any kind. Terms and conditions apply. Subject to borrower and property qualifications. Not all applicants will qualify. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. All
mortgage loan products are subject to credit and property approval. © New American Funding, LLC. NMLS #6606. nmlsconsumeraccess.org. Corporate office 14511 Myford Rd., Ste 100, Tustin, CA 92780. Phone: (800) 450-2010.
SHSRIY  NMLS ID #6606. Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee, License #22564. 07/2023
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Scottish Games
- Continued from page 4 -

historians and  reenactors
mainly from Georgia, North
Carolina, andFlorida. Theyfocus
on studying and representing
Scottish Highlanders of the
1736-1746 era. Scottish
Highlanders were known as
some of the best soldiers. Due
to their reputation, most of
General James Oglethorpe’s
troops for his mission to Fort
King George in Darien in 1736
were Scottish Highlanders.

If you've ever wondered if you
have a bit of the Scots in you or
are interested in a specific clan
or clans in general, visit the
many clan tents surrounding
the Scottish Games arena. Each
tent offers a wide variety of
artifacts, history, and listings of
surnames associated with their
clan. There's also a genealogy
tent where regional experts and
different historical associations
will help you dive into your
past and trace your family tree.
But watch out. Genealogy is a
worthwhile adventure that can
become an addiction.

The Scottish Games also has
food and beverage vendors
offering traditional Scottish
foods, American foods, sweets,
craft beers, and mead. The
Scottish Marketplace has 15
or so vendors who sell goods
made by Scots with Scottish
materials, some even made
in Scotland. You can also buy
a T-shirt commemorating the
event.

Mark your calendar for May
4th. The Savannah Scottish
Games begin at 8:30 a.m.
and culminate with the Closing
Ceremony at 4:30 p.m. See
you there!

Visit online at Savannah
ScottishGames.com for more
information and to buy tickets.

(912):355.5442 h

Reserve Your AD Space

in t_he 2024 Savannah S OH‘ISH UGS

Scottish Games Program! AND/GELTICH £V AL
i i
Full Page - $400 K
Half Page - $300
Quarter Page - $200
Eighth Page - $100

“u'll;‘i‘
||| '

Call: 912-665-8770

Email: ads@savannah
scottishgames.com

Visit: www.savannahscottish
games.com/sponsors-patrons

3,500+ Attendees!

RELIABLE

SEPTIC SERVICES INC.

Installation and repair of septic
systems

Residential and commercial
Septic Tank Pumping

Drainfield Restoration

www.reliablesepticinc.com
(912) 604-3088
n 15 Dorothy Dr, Savannah, GA 31406

) whe” us on

reliablesepticinc@gmail.com
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