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Congratulations to the Class of 2021
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Without my front porch, 
family, and dog, I’m not sure 
I’d have stayed sane during 
the last year or so. But now 
that I am mostly maskless 
and free, I feel better. 

It’s almost Summer, and 
my seasonal affective dis-
order is healing fast. I am 
happy to get up, drink my 
V8 and coffee on the front 
porch, and then take Da 
Harps (Harper’s hip-hop 
name) for a walk—and at 
times, an unleashed run. 

I keep her on the leash on 
Bluff, but sometimes in the 
less-traveled places (park, 

vacant lot in front of St. 
Thomas, and riverfront near 
Wimberly dock), she runs as 
a dog should. 

Unshackled. 
Chasing squirrels. 
So that brings me to the 

Class of 2021. Your parents 
(I’ve done so 3 times) are 
in the process of unhooking 
the leash and letting these 
boys and girls run. I admit 
the first time it is daunting, 
especially if your first is a 
girl. I wish I didn’t have a 
double standard, but I do. 

But after that, it gets a bit 
easier. You realize that may-

be you did ok or even great 
at helping your kids devel-
op their own wings. They 
leave the nest and fly well. 

Chances are they will 
have a few slip-ups, but 
you’ll realize that is part of 
growing up and learning. 
Heck, I climbed out of a 
dorm at UGA, fell 4 stories 
and trashed my ankle, and 
cracked my back. 

But still, here I am to tell 
the story. Trust me, I wished 
it hadn’t happened. But the 
point is our instinct; your 
kid’s instinct is to survive. 

But they may have sad 
and confusing days, won-
dering if they want to keep 
playing the game. But don’t 
panic, be patient. 

One weekend, my daugh-
ter, Mary Grace, came home 
and had second thoughts 
about going back to UGA. 

Front Porch  BY CHRIS BRANTLEY, EDITOR

- Continued on page 7 -

The Isle of Hope News 
is a quarterly publication serving 

Isle of Hope area residents & advertisers. 
It was started by Isle of Hope resident Ed Yannett in 2011 and mails to 
2,400 residents in Isle of Hope, Dutch Island, and surrounding areas.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR

Jump into Spring at Herb Creek, the one-stop shop for all your gardening needs. 
Locally owned and operated by Savannah natives since 2004. “Best of Savannah” since 2014.

Palms · Trees · Shrubs · Tropicals · Annuals · Perennials · Pottery · Fountains · Statuary · Home Decor

HERB CREEK
LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Herb Creek Sandfly  
7402 Skidaway Road 
912.691.0108

Herb Creek Thunderbolt  
3005 E. Victory Drive 
912.356.1575

SUMMER IS IN THE AIR

Jump into Summer at Herb Creek, the one-stop shop for all your gardening needs.
Locally owned and operated by Savannah natives since 2004. “Best of Savannah” since 2014.
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Kitchen and Bath Showroom

4101 BULL STREET
SAVANNAH, GA 31405 
P: 912.236.3351  |  F: 912.236.3122

W W W. S A N D P I P E R S AV. C O M

BY KELLI MILLS

Have you ever found 
your self driving across the 
Skidaway Causeway, leaving 
the hustle and bustle behind 
you, and wonder how you got 
so lucky to call this beautiful 
slice of heaven “home”? 

Or wondered who are 
some of the lucky souls that 
have the honor of keeping 
our entrance to this magical 
place looking enchanting? 

Or, have you taken pause, 
on a walk along Richmond 
Drive, to step out towards 
the Marsh and simply breath 
in the views, the marsh, the 
birds chirping only to find 

your sprit refueled? 
Well, I wanted to introduce 

you to a special group of 
residents that make up the 
Wymberley Garden Club. 

In 1946, James Richmond 
purchased Wymberley and in 
1947, he started developing 
the land into the neighbor-
hood we know today. Short-
ly after the homes were built 
and purchased, three Wym-
berley residents saw a need 
for a garden and social club; 
thus, the WGC was born in 
1952. Ethel Tomlinson, Nora 
Giles, and Mary Alice Tarver, 
along with 60 charter mem-
bers, declared the WGC a 
group to “stimulate and en-

courage gardening; to devel-
op home grounds; to further 
community beautification; to 
protect native plants, trees, 
and birds.” 

And for almost 69 years, 
the members of the club 
have been doing just that. In 
1954, Judge Arthur Solomon 
gifted 35 oak trees to the 
WGC, and they were planted 
down Richmond Drive. I can’t 
imagine that street without 
the beautiful shade canopy 
of moss covered oak branch-
es, and when the azaleas are 
in bloom, I declare it to be 

Wymberley Garden Club Has Deep Roots

- Continued on page 4 -
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the prettiest street on the 
island. Long, straight roads 
have a tendency to encour-
age speeding, but the natu-
rally formed oak root ‘speed 
bumps’ help in that regard. 
The entrance to Wymberley 
is also a welcoming sight 
with beautiful brick signage, 
large azaleas, and mossy 
oaks. 

In 1987, James Richmond 
deeded the lot at the end of 
Richmond Drive to the WGC 
with the stipulation that the 
club “to the fullest extent 
possible, maintain said par-
cel of land in its natural pris-
tine state for the benefit of 
all of the property owners in 
Wymberley at Isle of Hope.” 

I have really appreciated 
this little gem of a proper-
ty as, alas, I cannot afford 
a water view. It’s a fantastic 
sunrise viewing spot, espe-
cially when the morning sun 
lights up the moss. There 
is a bench on the property 
provided by the club and 
it’s a lovely place to sit, en-
joy the marsh, the sky, the 
birds, and wildlife. 

The Burntpot Bald Eagles 
live just across the river and 
can be seen flying around, 
looking for food. I encour-
age everyone to walk over, 
sit a minute, and drink in 
the scenery. 

In 2007, the WGC plant-
ed 10 palms along Skidaway 
Road Causeway along with 
a marker and a flagpole at 

the entrance to Wymber-
ley. Weekly, the garden club 
members are out in force, 
picking up trash along our 
streets (and there is a lot), 
maintaining the landscap-
ing and decorations at the 
entrance and end of Rich-
mond, and looking for ways 
to beautify our little para-
dise. 

Every year, the WGC holds 
a spring and fall bake sale. 
If you were lucky enough to 
get some treats last month 
at the May sale, then you 
know that many of our club 
members are very talent-
ed bakers! And thanks to 
our IOH residents, the club 
had its most successful sale 
ever. 

The money raised goes 
toward projects such as sig-
nage, benches, landscaping, 
and the two firemen dinners 
each year. We are fortunate 
to have our own volunteer 
fire department on the is-
land, and the WGC provides 
these dinners in apprecia-
tion for their time and ser-
vice to the residents, for 
which we are so grateful.

Isle of Hope is a rather 
unique gem. I joined the 
garden club in 2018, four 
years after we finally moved 
into our Wymberley home. 
Because I travel for work 
and wasn’t around for most 
of the meetings or activi-
ties, I erroneously thought 
I couldn’t participate and 
there was no benefit to join-
ing. 

One day, while strolling 

the streets, I met then Pres-
ident Pam Allen, who told 
me about the club and invit-
ed me to join. 

I explained my situation. 
She said it didn’t matter. I 
became a member and I’m 
glad I did. I have been able 
to meet more of my won-
derful neighbors...

Isle of Hope is absolutely 
saturated in talented, amaz-
ing people. I have learned 
so much about the history 
of IOH from neighbors who 
have lived here their en-
tire lives, some in the same 
houses they grew up in, and 
have seen so many chang-
es. 

My favorite is hearing how 
as children, they had the run 
of the island and woods be-
fore Wymberley was devel-
oped. We all know how we 
feel watching the trees come 
down for the new Wormsloe 
parking lot. Imagine now 
what it was like for them in 
the late 40’s, early 50’s. 

In January of 2021, the 
Wymberley Garden Club 
welcomed its latest Board 
Members and we are pleased 
to announce: Tiffany Alew-
ine, President, Jenni Brodie, 
Vice President, Bill Mintz, 
Treasurer, and Carolyn 
Tucker, Corresponding Sec-
retary. They look forward 
to continuing the Garden 
Club’s legendary events, as 
well as, offering new excit-
ing opportunities to get in-
volved with your neighbors! 

- Continued from page 3 -
Wymberley Garden Club

- Continued on page 5 -
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& Get $100 In-Office Bleaching 
When You Get Your Teeth Cleaned

$149 Exam, Cleaning
and X-Rays

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

7360 SKIDAWAY RD, SUITE H-2
912-349-0472

WWW.SANDFLYFAMILYDENTAL.COM

where a trip to the dentist 
is a day at the beach

- Continued from page 4 -
Wymberley Garden Club

Along with our gardening projects, there 
are many social activities that we also en-
joy, such as picnics, parties, and clean-up 
days by land and kayak. 

We are planning to add some children’s 
activities, as well, to cultivate future gar-
deners and a community service mindset. 

The Wymberley Garden Club has a bit 
of something for everyone of all ages and 
green thumbs aren’t required. 

If you are a resident of Wymberlely and 
would like to get involved, learn more 
about the club, or join, please email Kelli 
Mills, at kah810@yahoo.com or President 
Tiffany Alewine at tiffanybalewine@gmail.
com. 

We’d love to have you!

Looking for a Summer Job? 
Looking for a Career Change?

Check out job listings & complete
an online job application at

www.horizonstaffing.com

7722 Waters Avenue, Savannah, GA 31406
Locally owned and operated by 

Isle of Hope resident Lisa Brantley Yannett

912-355-5966
Ports - Logistics - Industrial - Warehouse 

Clamp Operators - Clerical - Administrative
MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD.
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Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee, License # 22564; NMLS#6606. New American and New American Funding are registered trademarks of Broker Solutions Inc. dba New 
American Funding. All Rights Reserved. Corporate O�ce is located at 14511 Myford Road, Suite 100, Tustin CA 92780. Phone (800) 450-2100. 03/2021.

H O M E B U Y I N G  |  P R E A P P R OVA L S  |  H O M E  F I N A N C I N G  |  G R E AT  L O A N  P R O D U C T S

KELLEY SULLIVAN
Sales Manager  |  NMLS # 213216

C: (912) 844-2593 
Kelley.Sullivan@na�nc.com
www.SavannahHomeLoan.com

With A Low Home Rate!

Savings!
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follow us on social media 
for updates @5spotsandf ly

- Continued from page 2 -

Front Porch

She was overwhelmed, so 
she stayed home an extra 
day, talked it out, and went 
back. 

She had a sales job at the 
UGA newspaper The Red 
and Black and was doubting 
herself. But she stuck with it 
and began to excel, eventu-
ally becoming the top sales-
person on the staff. 

My point is not to brag 
(well, maybe a little). My 
intention is to help you 
prepare for what’s ahead. 
These next few years will 
be delightful and sometimes 
volatile. 

You will watch your child 
blossom into their own per-
son, but it will probably not 
be a linear path. At times, 
you will worry and commis-
erate, and sometimes you 
will rejoice and celebrate. 
But try not to fret too much 
about what’s ahead. 

Enjoy this pivotal moment. 
You did your part. Now it is 
time for them to launch out 
and steer their own ship. 

Congrats to all our grads 
the Isle of Hope Community 
is cheering you on!

(Editor’s note: Thanks 
to all our contributors -  
Kelli Mills, Noel Wright and 
his late wife Ruthie! 

If you have a piece of his-
tory to share or would like 
to write and article reach 
out to me at chris@isleof-
hopenews.com)
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BY ED YANNETT

Until recently, my mother, 
who lives 1100 miles away in 
Massachusetts, has had a flip 
phone. Mom has always been 
technologically challenged, so 
we’re excited when she knows 
which remote to use to turn on 
the TV.

For years, my brother and 
I tried to talk her into getting 
a smartphone to send her 
pictures and let her see her 
grandkids more! Just recently, 
she gave in, and we got her a 
NEW smartphone.

Recently driving in the car, 
mom grabs her new smartphone 
out of her purse with the cord 
attached to the phone and the 
other end connected to the 
charging block, IN HER PURSE 
IN THE CAR. 

VERY frustrated, she says, 
“this stupid phone is not 
charging! This thing doesn’t 
work!” UGG...TRUE STORY! 
Ok, so you may not be as 
technologically challenged as 
my mother. 

Still, working with many 

seniors as a real estate agent, 
I have seen firsthand how this 
affects seniors! It kills me we 
can’t share special moments 
and use the technology to be 
closer and share our lives with 
my mom! For my mom, the 
two big issues are the Cost and 
Who can do these things!?

Almost every technology 
problem I have encountered 
with clients and my mom are 
little things...like plugging the 
charging block into the wall!

In my mom’s defense, the 

charging block had the plug 
that flipped into the block, so 
it wasn’t easy to see how that 
worked! But still hilarious!

I don’t want any seniors 
in our neighborhood to have 
these problems! So, if you’re 
70-years-old or older, on a 
fixed income, and need help 
with technology, we have set 
up a FREE Senior Tech Tuesday! 
On the first Tuesday of every 
month for Seniors! Free!

CONTINUED ON
NEXT PAGE

Senior Tech Tuesday - FREE - 
First Tuesday of Every Month
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Senior Tech Tuesday 
If you’re a senior who needs help with technology, we have 
seven appointment times every first Tuesday of the month. 
Just sign up! It’s FREE! 

We have partnered with Tom Hacker from Computer 
Works in Sandfly to do the work. Just call or text me at 912-
844-9000, and I’ll set up an appointment for you. Each time 
slot will be on the hour from 9 to 4 pm. Tom will spend 45 
minutes fixing ANY technology problem you have! (This does 

not include any equipment that has to be replaced.) 
Please call me if you have questions! I hope this helps our seniors stay in touch with their loved ones and 

makes their lives a little easier! I am proud to serve our neighborhood as your real estate agent!  

“This is one of the many reasons why 
we LOVE living on Isle of Hope! 

Summer fun at the Isle of Hope Pool 
& the Marina Pavilion Series.” 

- Ed and Lisa
Go to Isle of Hope Pool Facebook page and 

Isle of Hope Marina Facebook page to learn more.

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE FUN!
Marina pavilion series

upcoming events:

Tybee Blues Band - June 18 

Laiken Love and the 
Fellowship of Love - July 30th
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1201 E. Montgomery Crossroad
Savannah, GA  31406

(912) 927-4343
www.crossroadah.com

ANIMAL HOSPITAL
Ernest Compton, D.V.M.

Melanie S. Bevere, D.V.M.
Stuart Ann Goldberg, D.V.M.

Mary Kelble, D.V.M.

Crossroad

Left to right, sitting: Bessie Roberts (Quante), Frances Sales, Nan McCreery, Esta Martinsky. Standing: Mary Roberts 
(Elmgren), Florence Waite, Pearl Martinsky, Ellen Corey. The teacher is Miss Green. Eleanor Roberts (Hall) is in the Pot 
of Gold, and Bessie Roberts (Masna) is pictured with her back to the camera. 

See article on Page 11 about the hotel. Thanks to Noel Wright who shared this information with us.
    Photo submitted by Noel Wright

IOH History - 1927 float in front of Buckingham Hotel

Advertise in the 
Isle of Hope News!

REACH OVER 2,400 HOMES!

Contact Editor 
Chris Brantley at  

chris@isleofhopenews.com
to learn about advertising 
rates, the benefits for your 

business, and more!
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FREE 
CLASS

DAILY YOGA
In Studio or Online

www.savannahpoweryoga.com
info@savannahpoweryoga.com

(912) 323-7356

Use Code: IOHYOGA
to get your first class FREE
Valid for in person or online classes.

Whether you are a raw 
beginner or a seasoned 

practitioner, we have a class 
for you. 

All are welcome!

Solving the
Pest Control

Puzzle
Since 1928

If you were to look inside your 
walls you might be

surprised by what is looking at 
you.  They’re

waiting for your lights to
go out so they can crawl 
around while you sleep.

IIt is literally “lights out”
for pests when we show up. 

You can rest assured that 
when the lights go out

nothing but peaceful sleep
is going on in your home.

912-651-9000

www.Yates-Astro.com

The Fall Issue 
of the IOH 

News mails in
September!

Ad deadline is August 15 
Contact chris@isleofhopenews.com to learn more
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Over 35 Years Experience

WITH YOUR OWN WELL
WATER

Are you feeling that
corporate     burnout??

Do you want financial freedom?

Join MeJoin MeJoin Me
Tired of the rat race?

on this Journey
Scan QR code for more info.

Lisa Yannett

912-596-4345

BY RUTHIE WRIGHT

Nanny Roberts is just one 
of the memorable characters 
who made Isle of Hope a 
wonderful place to live. Nanny 
was known by everyone and 
had friends far and wide. 

He owned the only dock 
building pile-driver barge 
around and built almost every 
dock on Isle of Hope in the 
1950’s through the 1970’s. 
You could never miss seeing 
or hearing Nanny if he was in 
a mile of your presence. He 
was over 6 feet tall and was 
all legs. His voice was loud 
and his laugh deep and every 
other word was a bleep. 

But you expected this of 
Nanny. It seemed as if he 

had always lived here and he 
was a friend to all and was 
admired by all.

No one was a better marsh 
hen hunter and several times 
Noel accompanied Nanny and 
his Black Labrador Retriever, 
Richard, plodding through 
the marshes on a spring tide 
in knee-deep water. 

Richard had almost become 
as well known as Nanny. He 
was well trained, and Nanny 
always bragged about his 
many talents. 

Richard was probably the 
only dog that had a valid 
driver’s license issued by 
the state of Georgia.Nanny 
was so popular and was such 
a great skeet shooter that 
he became president of the 

Forest City Gun Club. 
He along with his wife, 

Sara, Carl and Bessie (his 
sister) Quante, and Eva and 
Ralph Newton, and many 
others, were always planning 
events at the club, and the 
women would cook elaborate 
suppers for members and 
visitors. 

The most memorable 
annual event was called the 
“wild game supper”. This 
was everyone’s chance to 
taste snake, turtle, alligator,  
squirrel, possum, deer, etc. 
Nanny supplied most of the 
meat for the supper.

Nanny was also known for 
his jokes and tricks. When he 

Nanny Roberts - A Legend in His Own Time

- Continued on page 14 -
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Announcing Marker 46A - Our new clubhouse available to

members of Isle of Hope Marina and the Carefree Boat Club!  

(912) 354-2684

iohmarina.com/carefree-boat-club

Call us today for our Isle of

Hope neighbor discount

Boating without Owning

(912) 354-2684

iohmarina.com/carefree-boat-club

Call us today for our Isle of

Hope neighbor discount

Boating without Owning
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Hope Arbor enriches the lives of 
adults with memory loss through 
fellowship and engaging activities, 

while providing resources and support
for families and caregivers in the 

Savannah Community. 

Hope Arbor delivers contactless digital 
programming to each participating family 
bi-weekly, with packets for activities and 
games for the other weeks. There are also

multiple doorstep deliveries by Volunteers 
with goodies and masked outdoor visits.

As weather permits, we offer outdoor socially 
distanced Music and Movement Mornings with 

30 minutes of chair exercise and music.

If you are interested in Hope Arbor, 
please contact Brooke Chambers at 

bchambers@iohumc.com  or 912-355-8527

Our Care Partner Support Group continues to meet 
every Tuesday morning at 10:30 through Zoom. 

All are welcome to join this caring group.  
This is a support group offered to any family caregiver in the Savannah 

area. Experience fellowship with other caregivers while gaining tools and 
insights on how to better care for yourself while caring for your loved one.

would tell you something, you were not sure 
if it was true, but you always went along. 

Nanny knew that Ralph Newton, a long 
time resident of Isle of Hope who owned the 
Piggly Wiggly at Sandfly, was deathly afraid 
of rattlesnakes. 

He decided to pull a trick on his best friend. 
He caught the rattlesnake, cut off his fangs, 
and dropped him into a crocus sack. He then 
called Ralph and told him, “I’ve got something 
you have always wanted”. 

Ralph should have known better, but he 
stuck his hand in the sack andbrought out the 

- Continued from page 12 -Nanny Roberts

REOPENING JUNE 15TH

snake. Not saying a word Ralph dropped the 
snake like a hot potato and ran off screaming 
to the laughs of all around. But in a few 
minutes he returned with his shotgun and 
had Nanny running for the woods.

Nanny, his wife Sara, and son, Bill, lived 
on the corner of Parkersburg and Cornus Dr. 
Their house was replaced by the parking lot 
of the IOH Methodist Church.
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Summer. It’s the time for kids to relax and enjoy some much-needed fun, especially after such a 

challenging year. But summer is also the ideal time to do something that will give them a huge 

advantage when school resumes in the fall: Accelerate their math skills with Mathnasium.

While most students experience math learning loss over a normal summer, disruptions due to the 

pandemic have caused many kids to fall behind even more. Mathnasium’s personalized Learning Plans 

are proven to improve grades and help kids catch up and get ahead in math. With live face-to-face 

instruction, either in-center or online.

And don’t worry — your child will still enjoy their summer. Because we make learning math fun.

You can always spot the student who spent their
summer with Mathnasium.

Mathnasium of Savannah Midtown

7400 Abercorn St (next to TJ Maxx)
(912) 355-5678 • mathnasium.com/savannahmidtown

Ask about our summer offer.
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Isle of Hope News
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Savannah, GA 31406
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