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The Story of Noe and Ruthie Wright

I walk up the steps to 3 |
Bluff Drive and rap on the /|
front door with the door
knocker. I'm greeted by
Noel Wright who knows
more about Isle of Hope
than just about anybody
else alive. And his is no
book knowledge. It is the
firsthand account of a man
who moved to Isle of Hope
in 1944 and has lived here
for the better part of 75
years.

Noel’s dad, Noel Wright,

Sr., an attorney turned FBI
man, moved the Wright . -
family from Ardsley Park to  |ived here longer than Noel, of Hope, has an unspoiled
the Isle of Hope because he says it was because there  character that has grown

loved to hunt and fish. Back  weren’t any boys on the and changed over the

then, the island was the island that were their ages. years, but it has still held

country—and Noel’s mom And then she looks at him  onto its essence, the “thing”

protested. But Noel was out of the corner of her that makes it like nothing

glad she didn’t protest too  eyes and tells Noel not to  else in the world.

much. He loved the out- say what he’s about to say.

doors too. She knows what is com- As we sip lemonade at their
ing. She’s heard it many kitchen table, Noel walks

Noel lived at a home built times over the past seven  me through the details of

in 1848 located at 3 Bluff decades. Noel says with a  how he came here in 1944

Drive. The first day he came straight face: “No, I think  when the trolley was still

to the island, he strolled the game was spin the bot- running to its stop at Bar-

down Bluff Drive and no- tle.” bee’s Pavilion (near today’s

ticed three young ladies on Marina), how they met at

the porch of a house at 19 1 can’t imagine how many 14, started dating at 16,

Bluff Drive. Ruthie Bright times, they’ve told this sto- and well, never left each

and her friends, the Cope ry over the years, but it is a other’s side—at least not for

twins (Jean and Joan), were glimpse into their personali- very long. Noel went away

playing a game of Canas- ties and the bond they have to St. Andrew’s Episcopal

ta. They noticed Noel too. forged since then. Their School, then Washington

His wife, Ruthie, who has relationship, just like Isle (continued on page 4)
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Editor’s Note

Before people could write
they told stories. And
while, it is great to cozy
up with a book and ex-
perience what you have
not lived yourself, there’'s
nothing like hearing some-
one tell their own story.

Sitting down at Noel and
Ruthie Wright’s kitchen
table, walking around the
home Noel grew up in on
Bluff Drive as he answered
my questions about pic-
tures hanging from the
walls, antique furniture,
and his wood creations
was quite an experience.
Sitting down beside him
as he clicked through old
photos of Isle of Hope
that he had scanned over
the years was better than
simply reading a book or
an article on the history of
Isle of Hope.

I saw the island and its
history through the eyes

g A

of someone who likely
knows it more deeply than
anyone alive.

I wish you could have
been there, but unfortu-
nately, you will have to
settle for my recollection
of the event. It won't
measure up to the experi-
ence I had, but hopefully
I'll give those who don't
know the Wright's—who
many consider the patri-
arch and matriarch of Isle
of Hope—a taste of why
they are, and have been,
such an essential part of
the story of Isle of Hope
for a long, long time.

Thanks to Noel and Ruth-
ie for taking the time to
share their story with all
of us that are part of the
Isle of Hope Community.

I would also like to give a
shout out to all our con-
tributors and advertisers.

| M"'efmbers%niy of the HERB CREEK DIGGERS CLUE
" are treated to exclusive offers and discounte

% pricing .on plants and pottery all year rounda
L so joinus in celebrating the season in Savannah! ™

]
z
&%

| v

herbcreek.com

You make this publication
possible. I encourage all
our readers to support
them.

Also, if you ever have an
idea for an article or want
to submit one for publica-
tion, email me at chris@
isleofhopenews.com.

If you want to advertise
with us, you can send
me an email or call me at
912-665-8770. To learn
more and see ad rates go
to www.isleofhopenews.
com/advertise.

-Editor, Chris Brantley

The Isle of Hope News is
a bi-monthly publication
serving Isle of Hope area
residents and advertisers.
It was started by Isle of
Hope resident Ed Yan-
nett in 2011 and mails to
2,400 residents in Isle of
Hope, Dutch Island and
surrounding areas.

T

HERB CREEK

LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Herb Creek Sandfly
7402 Skidaway Road
912.691.0108

Herb Creek Thunderbolt
3005 E. Victory Drive
912.356.1575
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The First Isle of Hope Arts Festival
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The 1st IOH Arts Festival on the Wright's Front Porch & Yard
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QSTgFFING LANDSCAPE
MAINTENANCE
Locally owned and operated INC.
b{/jf;ﬁ:ﬁg: ;:;:j::tt Cell: 655-9934 — Office: 355-2142 — Email: moonriveros@att.net
Oliver B. Schroder, Jr.
Check out job listings Lifelong Isle of Hope Resident

& complete an online

job application @ M%FWWMW%%

www.HorizonStaffing.com .
& Are you looking to become your

i D

7792 Waters Avenue own independent entrepreneur?

Savannah, GA 31406 Are you dependable, coachable,
& and passionate?

400 US HWY 80 West If so, then let me show you how
Pooler, GA 31322

YOU can have it ALL!
912-355-5966

Clerical/Administrative

S www.successchic.com
Accountg/Financial . ]
Ports/Logistics |ISﬂ@SUCCESSChIC.C0m
Industrial/Warehouse
Skilled Labor/Machine Operator 912-596-4345




Noel and Ruthie

(continued from the cover)
and Lee University—while
Ruthie earned her teaching
degree at the University of
Georgia.

At Washington and Lee,
Noel wrestled (never lost a
match until he joined a fra-
ternity and got distracted),
played football and tennis
too. But he transferred to

the University of Georgia af-

ter one year to be closer to
Ruthie. She graduated in

Paul Hinchey Frank E. Scarbrough Michael C. Wilson

1953 and they married in
1954 in the living room of
Ruthie’s home on 1 Bluff
Drive. After graduating,
she planned to teach at an
Athen’s elementary school
for a year, while Noel fin-
ished his last year of col-
lege. But she soon got the
flu. She was dehydrated,
throwing up, etc. As Noel
tells the story, Ruthie
chimes in “I was pregnant.” — :
Such is life, but they went  Noel's College Wrestling Picture
onto have three kids who all

live on Isle of Hope.

After Noel served two
! years in the Army Field
VIS T E Artillery as a 2nd &
SURGERY 1st Lieutenant at Fort
Sill in landlocked Okla-
homa (which Ruthie
didn’t like too much),
they came back home
to their beloved Isle
of Hope. They lived in
Wymberly and then on
Hopecrest before mov-
e . ing back to the Wright
‘9\. family’s old homestead
' at 3 Bluff Drive in 1985.

D.M.D., M.D. D.M.D,, F.A.C.0.M.S. D.M.D,, F.A.C.0.M.S. In 1957’ N0e| began
working at First Feder-
WE SPECIALIZE IN: al Savings & Loan and
« TMJ DISORDERS Ruthie taught fourth
e S grade at Isle of Hope
+ WISDOM TEETH \ School and then Savan-
/\2&(\ nah Christian. As she
O talks about teaching
C H A —l— H A M her eyes still light up. "I
loved teaching school,”
ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY she tells me. Many of

501 EISENHOWER DR. | SAVANNAH | 912.
145 TRADERS WAY, SUITE A | POOLER | 9

613 TOWNE PARK DR., SUITE 301 | RINCON

the kids she taught
still live on the island.
She also wrote two
children’s books, titled
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Noel and Ruthie

“Hello, Dr. Mew” and “Mo-
sey” under the pen name
Savannah Nana.

After this kitchen table in-
troduction, Noel takes me
to his office to see some
vintage photos of Isle of
Hope that he has scanned
onto his computer. On our
way, I get a tour of his
amazing home. I have a few
questions, like wow, has
this furniture been around
since your parents moved
in. “Yes, most of it,” says
Noel. Every room is chock
full of antiques. I also no-
tice some interesting photos
on the wall. There’s one of
George Washington Wylly,
Sr. who lived in the house
for 88 years before selling

it to Olin McIntosh in 1942.
McIntosh sold the house

to Noel’s parents in 1944.
There’s another of Ruthie
looking beautiful on her and
Noel’s wedding day. Noel’s
woodwork is also scattered
all about the rooms. He’'s a
woodturner, but we’ll talk
more about that later.

So here we are in his of-
fice, on the wall, is a picture
of his Brittany Beau, his old
boat (which weathered
Hurricane David in 1979),
and an aerial view of Isle of
Hope from the early 1900s.
We sit down and peruse his
computer files which contain
what is likely the most
extensive library of Isle of
Hope historical photos

found anywhere in the
world. I am tempted to ask
him to send me his hard
drive. As we click through
each photo, he points out
the ones he really likes,
tells me the story of most,
but there are a few he can't
place.

After this, we head to his
workshop. I know about it
because, I walk the BIluff
most mornings and hear his
lathe turning when I pass in
front of his house. As I said
before, Noel is a wood-
turner. For those, who don’t
know (yeah, I had to look it
up too) woodturning is “the
art or process of fashioning
wooden pieces or blocks
(continued on 14)




SECURE SPOT
STORAGE

CALL AND ASK
ABOUT OUR SPECIALS

Climate controlled + non-climate
controlled self-storage units

Located at 2130 Bona Bella Avenue,
at the intersection of Bona Bella
and Skidaway Road

Gated ¢ Security Cameras * 24-Hour Access

For more information, call 912-438-6480

MARTIN
ZITTROUER

CONSTRUCTION
912.235.4433

www.martinzittrouer.com

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
NEW CONSTRUCTION
RESTORATION
RENOVATION

f N

AVOID HIGH IRRIGATION COST
WITH YOUR OWN WELL
WATER
Over 35 Years Experience

Shallow wells

Free Estimates

(912) 355-5442




Let Our Family Show #
YOUR FAMILY

The Way Home

Isle of Hope is Like No Place on Earth

My wife Lisa grew up here on Peridot Lane and
we knew there was no other place we wanted to
raise our family.

But I'll have to say living here has exceeded my
expectations -- by a ton. I've watched my boys,

Ed Beck and Charlie grow up here and have nev-
er worried about their safety. They rode bikes with
their friends, fished, swam, attended church a block
down the street --- and just had a great time surrounded by friends
who cared about them and looked out for them.

| like to say it's a combination of Andy Griffith's Mayberry and
Cheers -- a small town "where everybody knows your name" and
they look out for one another. Something that is very hard to find these days. Yes, the Isle of
Hope is one of the most beautiful places in Savannah, but what | love most about Isle of Hope
is the sense of community that is like no place else. - Ed

7607 LaRoche Avenue — 3 bd/2ba 2,016 sqft 8 Bransby Dr — 3 bd/2ba 1,848 sqft
IOH. Completely redone and ready to move in!  Living on the Isle of Hope is like stepping back in
New Roof, Kitchen, HVAC, Paint, Bathroom. time. Enjoy this IOH Beauty bulit in 1958.
#_ kw KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY To see these Ol'. other Iistings
s [ COASTAL AREA PARTNERS 9o to our website :

Direct: 912-596-4345 or 912-844-9000  Office: 912-356-5001 or 912-232-8580
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ISLEOFHOPE

ARTANDMUSIC FEST
Saturday - October 20, 2018
Art Show - 10:00am - 5:00pm

Music Fest - 10:00am - 9:00pm

WYMBERLY

- SCHOOL
- BAPTIST CHURCH
- MARINA

- STAGE . GREEN DENOTES P#
- FIRE DEPARTMENT

-POOL YELLOW DENOTES |
- CATHOLIC CHURCH

- METHODIST CHURCH
-ST.THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

VCoONOTUBEBEWN=

i ORANGE DENOTES



SKIDAWAY

\RKING

ART & FOOD

Mmusic ~The Placement of this Map in the Isle of Hope
News Was Sponsored by Team Yannett



Your Neighborhood Market Report By Team Yannett

Homes Sold on Isle of Hope and Dutch Island (1-1-2018 to 9-30-2018)

SOLD
Homes Sold

IOH 2018- 1/1 to 9/30

45

DI 2018 - 1/1 to 9/30

10

Avg. List Price

402,722

477,470

LP Per SQFT

173.17

149.71

Avg. Sold Price

384,936

454,610

SP per SQ FT

166.64

143.14

Days On Market

124

158

Least Expensive

209,000

325,000

Most Expensive
FOR SALE
Homes for Sale

1,300,000
Isle of Hope
13

540,000
Dutch Island
9

Avg. List Price

383,476

586,867

LP Per SQFT

155.5

167.04

Days on Market

105

109

Least Expensive

249,900

349,000

Most Expensive

729,590

898,000

ISLE OF HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

TRURK

TREAT

DINNER - $6/ADULTS; KIDS EAT FREE!

WWW.IOHUMC.COM/EVENTS




Notes from IOH Neighborhood Watch Meeting

* Chatham County Police
Chief Hadley presented
Andra Adair-Morgan with a
special award honoring her
mother Anita for all that she
did for IOH and the Chatham
Co. Police!

* Chief Hadley reported that
the overall Chatham Co.
crime rate is down 11% and
IOH is below the average
crime rate for this area.

* He stressed that most
crimes on IOH are property

rarely do you see windows

getting smashed, most

thieves open the car though
unlocked car doors." He and
Helen Stone urged us to

lock car doors.

* Residents voiced safey
concerns about speeding,
panhandling in Sandfly and
Wal-Mart/McDonald's, and

gunshots.
* The Chief took notes

about where drivers are
speeding and running stop

crimes with 96% of those re- signs and he and Helen

lated to car break-ins. "Very discussed some ways they

1201 E. Montgomery Crossroad

Savannah, GA 31406

AN oad ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Ernest Compton, D.V.M.

an 5 D V]

(912) 927-4343
FAX (912) 927-2002

2018 Christm

as Tree Sale

Asbury Memorial UMC Youth
Call 912-233-4351 to Order!
Deadline is 12/9/18

Garland (25”) $22
e, s
S&?:zth(IIS) 518
]\3)&22;?((}2”) $ 26
Wreath (18 | 5
Wty

Proceeds Fund Youth Summer Mission Trip

Beautiful Fresh Frasier Fir Christmas Trees
Grade “A” Quality

“Description | Price | Description | Price |

6> to 7> Tree $38
7’ to 8 Tree $58
9’ to 10° Tree $98

Call 912-233-4351 to
Order!

Deadline is 12/9/18

may be able to help. Helen
said "speeding is one of the
most dangerous threats to
lives in a neighborhood like
IOH.”

* Chief Hadley stated that
he was unaware of panhan-
dlers in the area becoming
violent. "We don't know
what you don't tell us." He
and Helen stressed that if
anyone feels threatend by
panhandlers to first walk/
drive away, get a good de-
scription of the person, and
call 911 when you are in a
safe place. You don't need
to stick around. They will
respond.

* The Chief asked that if we
hear gunshots (that aren't
the gun club) to call 911 so
his officers can investigate.

In closing, Chief Hadley dis-
cussed how a neighborhood
watch could help with many
of these and other issues.
He shared several tips from
other successful neighbor-
hood watches and pledged
that he and his officers
will support an IOH neigh-
bohood watch (because
it helps them to be more
effective at what they do).
He is happy to advise us on
how to set an IOH neigh-
borhood watch up for suc-
cess and provide a meeting
space, if needed. He shared
his email: jhadley@cha-
thamcounty.org and said
we can reach out to him as
needed and to follow the
Chatham County Facebook
page. - Provided by Amanda
Meadows via Facebook Post
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MNHNASIUM®

The Math Learning Center

Math Math Test Homework
Help Enrichment Prep Help

We make math
make sense.

At Mathnasium, we believe

that every child has the ability

to be successful in math—it's

a matter of teaching the way

that makes sense to them.
When math makes sense, kids
excel—whether they're far _
behind or eager to get ahead. '@

Call Us today
for a FREE trial!

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
Savannah, Whitemarsh Island, Pooler, Bluffton

912-355-5678

www.mathnasium.com

?"
’ilope

oL b&aﬁo’fagomc
We strive to enrich the lives of adults
with memory loss through fellow-
ship and engaging activities, while
providing resources and support for
families and caregivers in the Sa-
vannah community.

For registered participants, Hope
Arbor Respite Ministry operates
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10am -2pm. We have music,
exercise, games, a hot lunch, and
great friendship!

Hope Arbor is $40.00 per day and
participants must be independent
in the following: walking, toileting,
eating, and enjoy being in a group.

Join us Tuesday mornings

at 10:15 for our Caregiver Care
Group located in room 226 in
the Greenhouse. This is a sup-
port group offered for any family
caregiver in the Savannah area.
Experience fellowship with other
caregivers while gaining tools
and insights on how to better
care for yourself while caring for
your loved one.

For more info, contact Brooke
Chambers at Isle of Hope UMC
bchambers@iohumc.com
355-8527
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The ‘Trap’ of Not ‘Filling in the Gaps’ in

Math

Poor grades might seem be
the most obvious sign that
your child needs additional
support in math but there
are many other signs that
can indicate that there may
have foundational gaps that
will affect them in future
grades and even in College.

eLow self-esteem about
math. Comments like 'I'm
no good at math’

eMissing key milestones.
Addition/subtraction facts
should be mastered by end
of 2nd or 3rd grade, multi-
plication and division by end
3rd or 4th grade, fluency
with fractions by the end of
5th or 6th grade.

ePhysical signs like count-
ing on fingers suggests poor
retention of number facts

eFrustration with math
homework or avoiding the
homework altogether

eWeak mental math skills,
reliance too much on paper
and pencil

Parents often comment to
me that ‘My child did great
until 3rd grade....." or ‘ev-
erything was fine till we got
to middle school,” or *he
managed to pass Algebra
but has failed Geometry
twice’. Math is a founda-
tional subject. Each top-

ic and each grade builds

on previous concepts and
skills. Curriculum in math
that adopts a fast, spiraling
approach with the hope that
if a student doesn’t get

something the first time,
they will get it on the next
pass, seldom give students
the chance to master the
topic. The class has moved
on nonetheless.

Too often, students are
passed through each grade,
or pushed into advanced
academic programs when
they lack the prerequisite
skills needed for success.
frustration sets in and tears
can take over.

Private tutors will offer
support to ‘put out today’s
fire’ by working on home-
work and studying for tests,
but without identifying the
underlying skills that are
causing the problem, long
term success in math is
unattainable. Once you fill
those gaps, the homework
and tests become so much
easier.

Many Colleges have college
placement tests to deter-
mine where students should
be placed in Math. So
passing grades without true
understanding through mid-
dle and high school might
result in students spend-
ing semesters in remedial
classes in College. While
this might be discouraging
for students, and painful for
the parent’s bank balance,
it is more likely to set them
up for academic success

in College by making sure
they have the required skills

for their math classes.

Aileen Clarkson is the
owner of 4 local Math-
nasium Math Learn-

ing centers. She can
be contacted on 912-
355-5678, by email at
savannahmidtown@
mathnsium.com or at
www.mathnasium.com/
savannahmidtown

,

69 Years Young
5+ Years of Yoga

“| started doing yoga several
years ago, but had to take a
break due to major surgery.
When Spry’s Chair and Mat
classes were introduced, |
signed up. | am really
enjoying it, and | feel good
about myself.”

EHSPRY

www.SpryMindBody.com

912-323-7356
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Noel and Ruthie

(continued from page 5)
into various forms and
shapes by means of a
lathe.” He spends hours a
day using his tools and the
lathe to transform all types
of wood blocks. Some he
has found on the side of the
road, some he has received
from friends, and others

he has ordered from as far
away as Australia.

As I watched Noel work,
I couldn’t help but think
about how we all receive
a life, a block of wood so
to speak, that we have to met Noel and Ruthie today. @ life and relationship as
shape and mold into some-  But as I've spent time with ~ exceptional as the island
thing else—and if we work  them and listened to their ~ they’ve lived on for so long.
hard and are fortunate it story, I have gained a sense

becomes something that of how starting in 1944 until -Chris Brantley

exudes our character. I just this day, they have crafted

Woodturning: Noel Working with the Lathe

k

BUKLDING, RENOVATING OR PURCHASING?
WHEN IT COMES TO HOME FINANCING, WE MEASURE UP.

Contact me for assistance with your home financing needs

Kelley Sullivan
SENIOR MORTGAGE BANKER

Bankgouth
ksullivan@banksouth.com ®

www.mysavannahlender.com

NMLS 213216 MORTGAGE

@ Equal Housing Lender. BankSouth Mortgage Company, LLC. NMLS 690971,




New Patient Special

$149 Exam, Cleaning, X-Rays

& Get $100 In-Office Bleaching When
You Get Your Teeth Cleaned

Call 912-349-0472 for Details

No Dental Insurance?
We have you covered.
Ask us about our
Premier In-HouseDental Plans!

N7
SANDFLY

FAMILY DENTAL

Where A Trip to the Dentist is a
Day at the Beach

smiles@sandflyfamilydental.com
www.sandflyfamilydental.com

7360 Skidaway Road, Suite H-2
Savannah, GA 31404

Angela C. Canfield DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentist

Spend this fall season at your neighborhood Mexican restaurant.

Downtown // Sandfly // tequilastown.com // B}
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